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INTRODUCTION 


The  Center  for  Health  Promotion  and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention  was  established  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  in  1984  to  provide  an  integrated  program  for  the  prevention 
of  premature  death  and  disability  from  heart  disease,  cancer  and  stroke  among  residents  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Heart  disease,  cancer  and  stroke  are  the  three  leading  causes,  of  death  in  Massachusetts  and 
together  account  for  more  than  70  percent  of  all  resident  deaths  in  the  state.  In  1982, 
approximately  37,300  people  died  from  one  of  these  three  causes,  and  approximately  one-half  of  these 
deaths  were  premature,  occurring  before  the  average  U.S.  life  expectancy  of  age  75. 

The  Department  of  Public  Health  has  embarked  upon  an  aggressive  program  to  educate  the  public 
and  health  professionals  about  the  major  risk  factors  for  these  chronic  diseases.  These  risk  factors 
include  smoking,  consumption  of  a  diet  high  in  fat,  high  blood  pressure,  physical  inactivity,  and 
environmental  and  occupational  exposures  to  toxic  substances. 

What  follows  is  a  comprehensive  listing  of  the  current  projects  and  programs  of  the  Center. 
Also  included  is  a  current  organizational  chart  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Center's 
Scientific  Advisory  Council,  which  was  formed  to  provide  technical  assistance  to  the  Center  and  its 
staff. 
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Department  of  Public  Health 


Center  for  Health  Promotion 
and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention 
Organizational  Chart 


Scientific 
Advisory 
Counci 1 


Environmental 
Epidemiology 

and 
Toxicology 


-  Environmental 

epidemiology 

-  Toxicology 

-  Risk  assessment 

-  Risk  management 


Office  of  the 
Commissioner 

Office 
Dir 

of  the 
ector 

Health 
Promotion 
Sciences 


Research 
and 
Evaluation 


Hypertension 

control 
Smoking  control 
Exercise/physical 

fitness 
Nutrition  education 


-  Evaluation 

-  Grant  writing 

-  Cost-benefit 

analysis 

-  Collaborative 

research 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/listofcurrentproOOcent 


CENTER  FOR  HEALTH  PROMOTION  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
SCIENTIFIC  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 


Barry  Levy,  M.D.,  Chairman 
U/Mass  Medical  School 
55  Lake  Avenue  North 
Worcester,  MA  01605 


William  Castelli,  M.D. 
Framingham  Heart  Study 
118  Lincoln  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701 


Ed  Calabrese,  Ph.D. 
School  of  Health  Science 
U/Mass  Amherst 
Amherst,  MA  6l003 


Anthony  Cortese,  Sc.D. 
Tufts  University 

Center  for  Environmental  Management 
18  Latin  Way  -  Graves  House 
Medford,  MA  02155 


Marianne  Prout,  M.D.,  M.P.H, 
Boston  University  School  of 

Public  Health 
80  East  Concord  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 

Bert  Yaffe 

High  Point  Paper  Company 
337  Plymouth  Avenue 
Fall  River,  MA  02722 


Mark  Hegsted,  Ph.D. 
New  England  Primate  Research  Center 
One  Pine  Hill  Drive 
Southborough,  MA  01772 


Alexander  Leaf,  M.D. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
Fruit  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


Frank  Speizer,  M.D. 
Channing  Lab 
Harvard  Medical  School 
180  Longwood  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 


Fred  Lovejoy,  M.D. 
Children's  Hospital  Poison 
Control  Center 
300  Longwood  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 


Chris  Oliver,  M.D.,  M.P.H. ,  M.S. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
Fruit  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


Richard  Youngstrom 
I.U.E.  Local  201 
90  Exchange  Street 
Lynn,  MA  01901 
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Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Center  for  Health  Promotion  and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention  Project  List 
Division  of  Environmental  Epidemiology  and  Toxicology 


Project  Name 


Project  Descripti on 


Contact  Person 


Telephone 


1 .  Right-To-Know  Law 

a.  Revision  to  substances 
included  in  the  Right-To- 
Know  list 

b.  Inclusion  of  generics 

c.  Review  of  data  obtained  from 
National  Cancer  Institute 

on  selected  carcinogens 

2.  Risk  Assessment 

a.  Amitrole 

b.  Formaldehyde 

c.  Asbestos 

3.  Continuing  Education  for 

Environmental  Health 
Professionals  (in 
conjunction  with  the 
Massachusetts  Environmental 
Health  Association) 

4.  Cancer  Policy 


Continuing  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Health  to 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the 
Right-To-Know  statute. 


To  quantify  risk  factors  with  respect 
to  changes  in  patterns  of  exposure  and 
existing  scientific  information. 


Development  of  course  materials  for 
a  variety  of  environmental  health 
professionals  in  Massachusetts. 


To  establish  guidelines  for  the 
regulation  of  carcinogens  in 
Massachusetts. 


Jan  Sullivan 


Martha  Steele 
Jan  Sullivan 


Dr.  Joel  Swartz 


Elaine  Krueger 


All  staff  can 
be  reached  at 
727-2660,  2661, 
7035,  and 
7036. 


Dr.  Elizabeth  Bourque 
(Coordinator) 


Ongoing  Town-Specific 
Epidemiologic  Studies  and 
Survei 1 1 ance 

a.  Peabody 

b.  Boston 

c.  South  Hadley 

d.  Billerica 

e.  Norwood 


Ongoing  studies  to  establish  the 
primary  and  secondary  factors 
associated  with  the  development  of 
chronic  disease,  such  as  cancer  and 
heart  disease,  in  Massachusetts. 


Jan  Sullivan 
Jan  Sullivan 
Suzanne  Condon 
Margaret  Quinn 
Dr.  John  Cutler 
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Project  Name 


6.  Proposed  Epidemiologic  Studies 

a.    Kidney  cancer  in  the 
Merrimack  Valley 

7 .  Acid  Rain  Project  ( in 
collaboration  with  the 
Department  of  Environmental 
Qual ity  Engineering) 


8.    Woburn  Study  Group 
(Cooperative  agreement 
with  the  U.S.  Centers  for 
Disease  Control ) 


9.    Pesticide  Board  Subcommittee 
Reviews 

a.  Amitrole 

b.  Pentachlorophenol 

c.  Lawn  care  chemicals 


10.  Greater  New  Bedford  Health  Study 


11.  Greater  New  Bedford  Health 
Education  Office 


12.  Emergency  Toxicological  and 
Epidemiologic  Information  and 
Technical  Assistance 


Project  Description 


Contact  Person 


This  study  of  kidney  cancer 
in  the  Merrimack  Valley  will 
assess  the  role  of  environmental 
and  personal  risk  factors. 

This  project  will  develop  an  index 
which  will  serve  as  an  indicator  of 
pollution  for  a  given  day. 


Lynette  Stokes 


Suzanne  Condon 


Meeting  of  national  experts 
to  be  convened  to  review  the 
Woburn  epidemiologic  and 
environmental  data  as  it  relates 
to  the  increased  incidence  of 
childhood  leukemia. 


Elaine  Krueger 


Provides  staff  support 

to  the  deliberations  of  the 

Pesticide  Board  Subcommittee. 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Bourque 
Martha  Steele 
Elaine  Krueger 


This  study  will  document  the  extent  - 
of  PCB  exposure  and  possible  health 
effects  resulting  from  that  exposure 
in  the  greater  New  Bedford  community. 

This  office  will  provide  environ- 
mental and  health  effects  information 
to  the  greater  New  Bedford  community. 

The  listed  individuals  provide 
technical  assistance  in  response 
to  environmental  emergencies. 


Susan  Ellis 
(Project  Director) 


Suzanne  Condon 


Elaine  Krueger 
(Toxicology) 
Dr.  John  Cutler 
( Epidemiology) 
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Project  Name 


Project  Description 


Contact  Person 


13.  Environmental  Computer  Mapping 
Project  (in  conjunction  with  the 
Division  of  Health  Statistics 
and  Research) 


14.  On-going  Toxicologic  Exposure 
Assessment 


a.  New  Bedford 

b.  Peabody 

c.  Boston  Harbor 

d.  Housatonic  River 


15.  Background  Documentation  for  PCB 
Food  Tolerance 


16.  Preparation  of  Comments  on 
Proposed  Guidelines  of  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 

a.  Carcinogen  Risk  Assessment 

b.  Exposure  Assessment 

17.  Committee  Assignments 

a.  Right-To-Know  Advisory  Committee 

b.  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Cancer 
Regi  stry 

c.  Advisory  Committee  to  Office  of 
Veterans'  Services 

d.  National  Governors'  Association 

e.  Air  Toxics  Advisory  Committee 

f.  Lawn  Care  Chemical  Task  Force 

g.  Local  Health  Needs  Task  Force 

h.  Inter-agency  Working  Group  on 
Pesticides  and  Groundwater 

i .  Pesticide  Board 


This  project  will  allow  the  mapping  Dr.  David  Gute 

of  mortality  data  and  cancer  incidence 
information.    This  will  aid  the 
investigation  of  environmental 
determinants  of  disease. 


These  activities  are  for  the  purpose 
of  evaluating  the  amounts  and  types  of 
environmental  toxic  substances  present  in 
the  areas  under  study. 

Elaine  Krueger 
Martha  Steele 
Elaine  Krueger 
Martha  Steele 


Prepare  summary  of  basis  for  federal  Elaine  Krueger 

food  tolerance  and  its  effect  on  the 
Massachusetts  fishing  industry. 

Comments  are  being  prepared  on 
EPA  proposed  guidelines. 

Dr.  Joel  Swartz 
Margaret  Quinn 


Jan  Sullivan 
Dr.  John  Cutler 

Dr.  John  Cutler 

Elaine  Krueger 

Elaine  Krueger 

Elaine  Krueger 

Elaine  Krueger 

Elaine  Krueger 

Elaine  Krueger 


Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Center  for  Health  Promotion  and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention  Project  List 

Division  of  Health  Promotion  Sciences 


Project  Name 
1.    Community  Hypertension  Screening 


2.    Hypertension  Training  Education 
Center  (HTEC) 


3.  Lifestyle 


4.  Firefighter  Fitness  Resource 
Centers 

a.  Bridgewater  State  College 

b.  U.  Mass.  -  Amherst 

5.  Governor's  Committee  on  Physical 
Fitness  and  Sports 


Project  Description 

Community-based  hypertension 
screening  program.  Approximately 
18,000  individuals  will  be  screened 
in  FY  '85. 

HTEC  provides  medical  personnel 
with  current  information  on  the 
control  of  hypertension  and  the 
health  effects  of  hypertension. 

Worksite  multiple  risk  factor  health 
promotion  program  currently  offered 
to  700  state  employees. 

Intervention  programs  aimed  at 
improving  the  physical  fitness  of 
firefighters  throughout  Massachusetts. 


Contact  Person 

Patty  Molloy 
Debbie  Curtis 


Patty  Molloy 
Debbie  Curtis 


Suzanne  Fields 
Mark  Flieger 


Mark  Flieger 
Suzanne  Fields 


A  gubernatorial  committee  which 
promotes  the  expansion  of  fitness 
and  sports  programming  in 
Massachusetts . 


Mark  Flieger 


Directory  of  Physical  Conditioning,    This  directory  (to  be  released  Mark  Flieger 

Cardiac  Rehabilitation  and  Sports       in  early  1985)  will  provide  consumers 
Medicine  Facilities  in  Massachusetts  with  information  regarding  fitness 

resources  and  programs  in  Massachusetts. 


Telephone 
727-2662 

727-2662 

727-7171 
727-7171 


727-7171 


727-7171 
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Project  Name 


Project  Description 


Contact  Person 


Telephone 


7.  School  Health  Education:  Teacher 
Training  Programs 

a.  U.  Mass-Amherst 

b.  Westfield  State  College 

c.  Bridgewater  State  College 

d.  North  Central  Alcohol  Program 
(Fitchburg  State  College) 

e.  Commonwealth  Inservice 
Institute,  Department  of 
Education 

8.  Smoking  Prevention  and  Control 

a.  Local  ordinances 

b.  Statewide  legislation 

c.  Hospital  smoking  policies 

d.  Workplace  smoking  policies 

e.  Second-hand  smoke  mass  media 
campaign  (  in  conjunction  with 
the  Office  of  Public  Information 
and  Health  Education,  the 
Massachusetts  Hospital 
Association  (MHA),  and  Channel  7) 

9.  Nonsmokers'  Guide  to  Massachusetts 
(in  conjunction  with  the 
American  Lung  Association  of 
Massachusetts) 


These  programs  train  teachers  to 
develop  comprehensive  school  health 
curricula.  [  For  the  first  time, 
teacher  training  in  environmental  health 
issues  is  being  made  available  through 
the  Department  of  Education's  Commonwealth 
Inservice  Institute.] 


Nancy  Lichter 


727-2662 


Development  of  smoking  policies 
to  reduce  exposure  to  tobacco 
smoke  and  to  promote  clean  indoor 
air. 


A  guide  to    restaurant,  insurance 
company,  health  care  facility 
and  workplace  smoking  policies. 
To  be  published  in  early  1985. 


Nancy  Lichter 


727-2662 


Nancy  Lichter 


727-2662 


10.  Smoking  Cessation  Project 


11.  Massachusetts  Nutrition  Resource 
Center  (MNRC) 


Distribution  of  a  videotape  to 
Massachusetts  companies  and  hospitals 
about  the  methods  of  giving  up  smoking, 

The  MNRC  is  a  source  of  nutrition 
information  provided  directly  over 
the  telephone  to  callers  on  a  state- 
wide basis.  The  MNRC  also  responds  to 
written  requests  for  nutrition  infor- 
mation, and  has  a  weekly  column  on 
nutrition  in  the  Boston  Herald. 


Nancy  Lichter 


Carol ine 
Patacchiol a-Roy 
Project  Director 


727-2662 


1-800 
322-7203 
Monday  - 
Friday 
9  a.m.  to 
4  p.m. 
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Project  Name 


Project  Description 


Contact  Person 


Telephone 


12.  Cervical  Cancer  in  Southeastern 
Massachusetts  Project  (in  conjun- 
ction with  the  Office  of  Public 
Information  and  Health  Education) 

13.  Dental  Nutrition  Guide  (in 
conjunction  with  the  Division 
of  Dental  Health) 


14.  Committee  Assignments 


A  health  education  program 
to  reduce  cervical  cancer 
incidence  and  mortality 
in  southeastern  Massachusetts. 

The  guide  will  provide  information 
to  assess  the  dental  health  and 
nutritional  status  of  nursing 
home  patients. 


a.  Governor's  Committee  on  Physical 
Fitness  and  Sports 

b.  Medical  Foundation's  Worksite 
Health  Promotion  Resource  Group 

c.  The  "Wellness"  Program  Committee 

d.  American  Heart  Association's 
Heart  Health  for  the  Young 
Task  Force 

e.  Massachusetts  Association  for 
Health,  Physical  Education, 
Recreation  and  Dance's  Committee 
for  Establishing  Standards  for 
Legislation  for  Fitness  Centers 
in  Massachusetts 

f.  New  England  High  Blood  Pressure 
Counci 1 

g.  Regional  Advisory  Committee 
(Boston  area)  for  Hypertension 
Training  Education  Center 

h.  American  Cancer  Society 
Massachusetts  Division 

i.  American  Lung  Association  of 
Massachusetts 

j.    American  Heart  Association 

Massachusetts  Affiliate 
k.    Massachusetts  Health  Council 
1.    Community  Health  Services  Committee  - 

Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals, 

City  of  Boston 
m.    Acute  Care  Subcommittee  -  Health  Planning 

Council  of  Greater  Boston 


Dr.  David  Gute 


Dr.  David  Gute 


Suzanne  Fields 
Mark  Flieger 
Suzanne  Fields 

Suzanne  Fields 
Mark  Flieger 


Mark  Flieger 


Patty  Molloy 
Debbie  Curtis 

Nancy  Lichter 

Nancy  Lichter 

Nancy  Lichter 

Nancy  Lichter 
Dr.  David  Gute 

Dr.  David  Gute 


727-7171 


727-7171 
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Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Center  for  Health  Promotion  and  Environmental  Disease  Prevention  Project  List 

Division  of  Research  and  Evaluation 


Project  Name 
1.    Health  Interview  Survey 


2.    Programs  conducted  by  the 
Division  of  Health  Promotion 
Sciences 


3.  Programs  conducted  by  the 
Division  of  Environmental 
Epidemiology  and  Toxicology 


Project  Description 

This  survey  is  scheduled  to  be 
conducted  in  September  1985.  It 
will  assess  the  health  status  and 
health  behavior  of  3,000  to  5,000 
residents  of  Massachusetts.- 

Data  relevant  to  each  of  the 
programs  in  the  Division  of  Health 
Promotion  Sciences  Project  List  are 
collected  and  analyzed. 


Data  relevant  to  each  of  the 
programs  in  the  Division  of 
Environmental  Epidemiology 
and  Toxicology  Project  List 
are  collected  and  analyzed. 


Contact  Person  Telephone 
Shelley  Allison  727-2662 


To  obtain  information 
about  these  programs, 
refer  to  the  appropriate 
contact  person  listed 
within  the  Division  of 
Health  Promotion  Sciences 
Project  List. 

To  obtain  information 
about  these  programs,  refer 
to  the  appropriate  contact 
person  listed  within  the 
Division  of  Environmental 
Epidemiology  and  Toxicology 
Project  List. 
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